Montreal Families wins 18 awards

At a recent convention in New Orleans, Montreal Families picked up 18 international journalism awards in design, editorial and website categories. The awards were handed out a gala ceremony at the annual Parenting Publications of America conference, which represents publications from across the United States as well as Canada and Australia. The awards are judged by a panel of experts from the University of Missouri’s School of Journalism. This year, the panel reviewed more than 1,000 entries from 81 different publications. 
Each month, we compile listings and write feature articles in the hopes of helping readers do one of the best, and toughest, jobs in the world: raising kids. At the end of every article, we always ask ourselves if the information we have provided will help parents or enrich their lives in some way.  Once the articles have been written and edited, they get sent off to our graphic designer, Isabelle Richard, whose dedication to making each page a delight to look at never wanes. 
Putting out a quality publication each month involves a lot of attention to detail as well as teamwork (a good sense of humour helps too), so we are delighted to be recognized for our high standards of excellence. We were particularly proud of the judges’ comments when announcing we won a gold award for overall reporting. 
“Better set aside some time if you pick up this publication,” the judges wrote.” “Thick with useful and entertaining articles, columns and listings, it'll make any parent feel smarter for having read it.”

To that we can only add our hope that the paper helps you feel part of the amazing community of parents. Whether you’re raising a child alone, in a blended family, with a partner or as a grandparent, we want Montreal Families to answer your questions, give you a laugh during difficult times and remind you that raising kids is one of the most amazing and valuable jobs you’ll ever do. 

Liz Warwick, associate editor

Award-winning categories
DESIGN

Overall Design

Bronze Award

(Isabelle Richard)

Front cover, newsprint

Silver - for our June cover – (photo studio Cookie et sa garde de robe)

Gold - for our May cover  –  (photographer Marcie Richstone)
(Isabelle Richard designer) 
Feature Layout (black and white)
Silver Award

(Isabelle Richard for story about Quebec City)

AND
Gold Award

(Isabelle Richard for story about magazines for kids)

Best Overall Use of Photography

Gold Award

(Isabelle Richard)

Best Overall Use of Typography

Gold Award

(Isabelle Richard)

EDITORIAL

Overall Reporting

Gold Award

Overall Writing

Bronze Award

Book Review Columns

Silver Award

(Kelly Di Domenico)

Headlines

Gold Award

(Kelly Wilton and Liz Warwick)

Education Columns

Gold Award

(Liz Warwick, Kelly Di Domenico)

Personal Essay

Gold Award

(Alissa Sklar: How to Reduce the Morning Madness)

Profile

Bronze Award

(Lisa K. Savage: Donald Berman Yaldei Developmental Centre)

News Feature

Gold Award

(Alissa Sklar: Teens who self-injure)

Service Feature

Gold Award

(Alissa Sklar: Gardening with children)

Website  

Design

Bronze award: Lisa Fisher

General Excellence
Bronze Award

This category recognizes both design and content, with the judges praising our web designer, Lisa Fisher, for the site’s ease of navigation and appealing colours. They also said: “individual articles are interesting and include lots of local content and resource information.” 

